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Emerita Distinguished Professor Ruth Wodak, Ph.D., Dr. habil., Dr. h.c., FAcSS, was born 
in London, 12 July 1950. She was Distinguished Professor and Chair of Discourse Studies, 
Lancaster University (2007-2014), Professor and Chair of Discourse Studies, Lancaster 
University (2004-2007), Research Professor, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna (1999-
2002), Full Professor of Applied Linguistics, University of Vienna (1991-2004). She continues 
to be affiliated to Lancaster University (as PhD supervisor) and University of Vienna. She was 
PI of the FWF funded project “The Discursive Construction of National Identity-2015” (2015-
2017). 
 
 Research Interests include theory and methods of discourse studies; identity politics and 
politics of the past; language and/in politics; prejudice and discrimination; far-right populism; 
gender studies.   
 
Publications in German, English and French (H-Index 100): 10 monographs, ca 85 co-
authored and edited books as well as special issues, and over 420 peer-reviewed articles and 
book chapters. Her most recent monograph The Politics of Fear. What Right-wing Populist 
Discourses Mean (Sage, 2015) has been translated into German (2016), Japanese (2019), 
Russian (2019) and is currently being translated into Bosnian and Farsi. The second revised 
and extended edition will be published 2020. She received the Austrian scientific book prize 
(Social Sciences) for the German version in 2017. Translations of publications 
into Arabic, Bosnian, Chinese, Hebrew, French, Japanese, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, Slovene, and Spanish.  
 
She is (co-)editor of The Journal of Language and Politics; Discourse & Society; and Critical 
Discourse Studies. 
 
Selected Visiting Professorships, amongst others, at Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
(USA) as Davis Chair for Interdisciplinary Studies (2014), Örebro University, Sweden, 
as Kerstin Hesselgren Visiting Chair of the Swedish Parliament (in 2008), Permanent 
Fellow at Collegium Budapest from 2002-2004, and Austrian Chair, Stanford University 
(1992-1993).  2016, she spent 3 months as Senior Schuman Fellow at the EUI, in 2017 she was 
awarded the Willi Brandt Chair at Malmö University. Currently, she is a senior fellow at the 
Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna (2020). 
 
Selected Academic Awards and Decorations include – inter alia – the Lebenswerk Prize 
(Lifetime Achievement Award) of the Austrian Ministry for Woman’s Affairs in 2018, 
the Grand Decoration of Honour in Silver for Services to the Republic of Austria (2011), an 
Honorary Doctorate from Örebro University, Sweden (2010), The Woman’s Prize of the City 
of Vienna (2006), the Ludwig Wittgenstein Award (for research excellence, 1996) and 
the Dr. Hertha Firnberg National Award (For Special Achievement in the Area of Science and 
Research, 1990).  2020, she was appointed an Honorary Member of the Senate of the University 
of Vienna, in 2020. 
 
 
Selected Memberships: British Academy of Social Sciences since 
2013, Academia Europaea since 2010, and President of Societas Linguistica Europea in 
2009/10.   
 
Major Research Projects coordinated as PI (Lancaster Team) DYLAN 2006-2011 
(EU 7th Framework, €304,435), Discourses on Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the UK 



Press 2005 – 2007 (ESRC, £45,635), as PI (Austrian Team) EMEDIATE 2004-2007 
(STREP, €112,800), as PI (Austrian Team) XENOPHOB 2002-2005 (5th EU 
Framework, €173,856), and as Director of DPI - Wittgenstein Research Centre 1996-2003 
(€1,300,000).  
  
5 Recent Book Publications and Special Issues 

Politik mit der Angst. Zur Wirkung rechtspopulistischer Diskurse.Wien/Hamburg: Konturen, 2016. 
(translation into the German of revised and shortened edition of Politics of Fear 2015); 

 Politische Kommunikation auf der EU Backstage. Ergebnisse aus der Diskursforschung. Göttingen: 
V&R UniPress  2016 (open access and downloadable here: http://www.v-
r.de/de/politische_kommunikation_auf_der_eu_backstage/t-1/1039505/);  

The Politics of Fear: What Right-wing Populist Discourses Mean. London: Sage, 2015. (translation into 
the Japanese 2019) (2nd revised and extended edition in press). 

The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as Usual. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2009. (2nd rev. ed. 2011); 
translation into the Chinese 2019. 

Österreichische Identitäten im Wandel. Diskursive Konstruktion von Identitäten 1995-2015 Berlin: 
Springer, 2020 (with Rudolf de Cillia, Markus Rheindorf and Sabine Lehner) 

Kinder der Rückkehr. Geschichte einer marginalisierten Jugend, Berlin: Springer 2018 (with Ernst 
Berger) 

Sociolinguistic perspectives on migration control: language policy, identity, and belonging. London: 
Multilingual Matters, 2020. (with Markus Rheindorf, in press). 

The Representation of Climate-Change Induced Migration. Anglistica 2019 (special issue; co-edited 
with Catherine Russo) 

Europe at the Crossroads. National, Global, and Populist Challenges. Göteborg: Nordicum 2019 (co-
edited with Pieter Bevelander) 

Mediatization and Politicisation of the Refugee Crisis in Europe. Special Issues, J of Immigrant and 
Refugee Studies 16/2-3, 2018 (co-edited with A. Triandafyllidou, M. Krzyzanowski) 

English Language. Description, Variation, and Context. Basingstoke: Palgrave 2018 (second revised 
edition). (with Jonathan Culpeper, Paul Kerswill, Tony McEnery, Francis Katamba). 

The Routledge Handbook of Language and Politics. London: Routledge, 2018 (with Bernhard 
Forchtner) 

Contesting Rightwing Populism in Europe and the USA. Special Issue, Journal of Language and Politics 
17/4, 2017 (with M. Krzyzanowski) 

 


